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(;ambodia haswon

"In his statement of May 20, 1970, Chairman Mao Tsetung
pointed out, 'a weak nation can defeat a strong, a small
nation can defeat a big. The people of a small country
can certainly defeat aggression by a big country if only
they dare to rise in struggle, dare to take up arms and
grasp in their own hands the destiny of their country.'
The struggle of the Cambodian people has given full proof
of this law of history. It is a spectacular event for such a country as Cambodia with a
pepulation of only several millions to dare to look down upon the monster, US imperialism,
rise In resistance, persist in their fight and grow from small to big, from weak to strong
and advance from victory to victory, Uniting closely and fighting side-by-side with the
people of other Indochinese countries, the Cambodian people have in the past five years
dealt telling blows at the US aggressors and their lackeys, With their great struggle the
Cambodian people have given enormous encouragement and powerful support to the world
people in their just struggle against Imperialism and hegemonism and set a splendid
example for all oppressed people and oppressed nations in their struggle against outside
aggression and for independence and liberation.," (Hsinhua, 3/21/75)

Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, chief
 of state of Cambodia, speaking
lat a celebration of the fifth

anniversary of the FUNK in

Peking, March 22 said: "I ask

your permission to present to

you certain aspects of what the

Americans call the 'Cambodian

problem,' To speak the truth

there is no Cambodian problem,

There Is in Cambodia only a

problem created, with an in-

tolerable injustice, by the USA
without whose incessant inter-
ventions and interferences the
so-called 'Khmer Republic' (Lon

Nol) would never have seen day-

light and, still less, caused

(from the right) Penn Nouth, Ieng Sary and Khieu so much misery and catastrophe
Samphan, leaders of the GRUNC and FUNK presenting to to our nation, our people and
Norodom Sihanouk a US M.79 gun, captured on the battle- Our country...The war in Cam-
field, as evidence of the indefeatable unity of the bodia is not a civil war, it is
Cambodian people under the victorious banner of the a war between the US imperialist

FUNK against US imperialism and the Phnom Penh traitors. Aadgressor and the Cambodian
people subjected to aggression.
The war in Cambodia is over, Phnom Penh surrendered to the CPNLAF Wednesday evening,
April 17, 1975 - 105 days after the opening of the last military offensive in the five
year war against US imperialist aggression. Symbolically, the end of the war came not
when Lon Nol fled to a US military hospital in Hawaii April 1 but six days after the US
ambassador, John Gunther Dean and his CIA/State department staff wrapped themselves in
"01ld Glory" and split, On April 18 tens of thousands of people lined the streets of
Phnom Penh, hung out of windows and stood on rooftops to cheer and greet their liberation
K_yarmy. Today the United Front of Cambodia (FUNK) through the Royal Government of National
Union (GRUNC) governs liberated Cambodia, all 100%,

Throughout the past months Sihanouk has likened the Lon Nol regime and its US masters
in Cambodia to a "turtle in a jar," absolutely helpless in the face of the Inexorable
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march of People's War and national liberarion, We speak of laws of history; we say 1
imperinlism breeds war, all warj; we way people's resistance will defeat war, all war, \
War in Indochina came because the Unlted Brates, attempting to expand and secore itm
hegemony over the ressurces and markets throughount the world following World War 2, _
wes thallenged most directly oot by another imperialist power but by the rising ride e
of national liberation struggles and the advance of socialism, In Indochina, the Viet-
namese revolution, by defeating French colonialism, was nearing victory.It was led by
Commmists and waas both neighbor and comrade of the Chinese rewvolurion. These threats

to profit, to the “Aeerican Century,”™ present throughout the world, were most clear

and most {mmediate in Indochina, The logic, the law of imperialism - expand or die -

peant war agalont che Vietnamese revolution, War in Cambodia d1d not drop from the sky
with the coup d'etat in March 1970, Persistent US attempts to subvert the noo-zligrment
and peace of the Cambodian nation had preceeded the coup by 20 yeara. By 1970 the US

was on the road to defeat {n Vietnam, desperately looking for the maglc handle to defeat
the resistance of the people - a bigger war, another {invasion, a larger field of oper-
ation, Aas Mao eald, a second set of laws of history have been clarified with the victory
of the people of Cambodia -~ oppression breeds resistance; unjust, imperialist war breeds
just war, People's War, revolutiomary war,

VICTORY TO PEDPLE'S WAR

The last offenaive of che liberation forces began January 1. It had been precesded
lagt Fall by the Tirst ralcy sesson throughout which the CPELAF pressed the attack on
all fronts. By December 1974 Lon Nel's army had no traiped
reserves, had been Fighcing without the usual rainy season
1ull for twelve months, and had lost significant ground so
that every road link and the Mekong River morth of Phnom
Penh were cut. Thirteen enclaves sat beseiged, linked only
by air and supplied by the Mekong River convoys from Saigom.

ALONG THE MEKONRG

The 105 day offensive wis similtaneous on three fronts,
Phoom Penh, along the Mekong, and at the provincial cities
under seige; howewer it had only ome objective = o cut
the Hekong and strangls the supply lines to Fhnom Penh so
thar that city and all the US/Lon Nol pesitions would fall
like ripe froit and oot have to be taken by direct mili-
tary assault, This is exactly what happenad. The Hakong
wap closed and mined Pebruary 5, During this battle and

Y (L TN LR

the IS attempts to reopen or run armed convoys up the WA Saiuraiul wlinii, Pies Bl Gt

ene] ey i sl G nilives bef |l ind el
river from Saigon, 338 ahipm were sunk or damaged, and by Sl R by g

mid-Mareh enly the twin cities of Neak Luong and Banam were in the hands of Lon Naol.
Three times sulti-battalion counter—offensives wers attempted to recapture govermsent
positions along the Mekong or relieve Heagk Lucong. Every one was utterly defeated, In the
last attempt, March 6-7, 600 troope landed nine miles pouth of Neak Luong. In two days

Tha securing of the Mekong by the CFNLAF
sealed the 11d on the turtle's jar. The
only alternative to reopening the river
was thé reintervention of the U8 and
Insticution of a massive "Berlin=style"
airlift te provide every item of life

to afl Army at war. The importance of

the Mekong led to the only full-scale
military assault of a city in this
campaign. Neak Luong was pounded by o
rockets and artillery and esprured

foot by foot, falling te the liberation
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forces April 1, 5000 government troops were killed or captured in this assault and
the 6000 CPNLAF troops moved north to put pressure on the largely inactive southern
edge of the Phnom Penh defense perimeter, carrying with them 3800 105mm shells
captured in Neak Luong,

THE PROVINCIAL ENCLAVES

In the provinces steady pressure reduced the defenses of most of the cities in Lon
Nol's hands to a fe. positions, At Takeo the airport was captured in mid-March. By
March 15 Lon Nol was reduced to a 500 meter square outpost at Kampot and a half-mile
radius perimeter at Prey Veng. By March 6 only three government positions were left
in Longvek. Kompong Seila was abandoned April 3 and the 1500 puppet troops returned by
helicopter to Phnom Penh, April 7 the CPNLAF entered Lompong Speu. The most important
fighting took place in Battambang province. In northwest Cambodia bordering on Thai-
land, this area was the only agricultural land left to Lon Nol and its access by rail
to Thailand meant that small but regular amounts of civilian supplies could then be
shipped by air into Phnom Penh, Aided by mass uprisings and demonstrations by the
people (for instance on March 4, thousands of people stormed the rice-storage houses
and attacked the administrative offices in Battambang City) by April 17 the CPNLAF
had encircled Battambang and fighting had reached the outskirts of town, The provin-
cial victories were important because they prevented men and material from being
transfered to the defense of Phnom Penh and the Mekong, thus shortening the war,
Throughout January, Lon Nol troops, origimally sent to the Mekong were rushed back to
the provincial enclaves to prevent their imminent collapse, These soldiers were left

weary, demoralized and without reserves to replace heavy losses, In addition the

victories in Battambang cut off Phnom Penh from any access to that rich rice-producing
region and prevented the possibility of the establishment of a rump puppet regime in
Cambodia's second largest city, protected by Thai troops and US bases in Thailand,

PHNOM PENH

The battle for Phnom Penh itself began with the dramatic sweep of the east bank of
the Mekong,directly opposite the city, by liberation forces in early January. This pro-
vided a focus of attention until the more important campaign for the Mekong River
could be decided, Fighting then switched in early February to the northwest, focused
on Pochentung airport, Lon Wol's final link to the outside world, With the fall of the
Mekong a CTIA/USAF airlift of amminition and rice was stepped up to include 12 C-130
cargo planes under contract to Bird Air, 8-10 DC-8's on rental from US airlines and
a number of smaller, older planes already in service in Cambodia, The airlift was

e -
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INSURGENT FIRE HITTING AMMUNITION DUMP AS PLANE LANDS AT PHNOM-PENH
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started from U-Tapaa, the US base in eastern Thailand, but as the Thal government
became increasingly uneasy over the collapse of the Lon Nol and Thieu regimes and
began restricting use of that base, Tan Son Nhut International Airport in Saigon
became the airlift's home.

The CYHLAF svatematically dismantled the defedse perimeter in the northwest so that

Pochentung was under inaccurate rocket fire from early PFebruary, sporatic but more
precise 105mm artillery fire {rom early March and pinpoint mortar fire by the first
week in April, All-f=-all the afirlift wae halted eight times prior to March 2B and
abandoned as a means for resupply to the ity Iin early April, U5 povernment propa—
ganda has attempted to paint the airlift as a civilian contract job, ecssentially
low key and digcontinued because the danger of planes being hit was too great.
Actuvally, the airlift was a full scale milltary operation, at its height landing
planes every eight minutes on a single strip airfield with planes standing with
engines running for 4-10 minutes while supplies wore unloaded. It wam halvted becausa
the cost was too high, Retween March 1-23 alone,l6 planes were destroyved: 5 DC=8,

3 C=13; 4 C=123 and 4 DC=3 faKI, 4/2/75),

The general character of the selige
af Phnom Penh wvae that of a hoa con=
girictor vrapped around 1ts prey,
Evarytime Lon Kol breathed out, the
pregeureé was tightened uncil even a
lagt gasp for breath wvas impossible,
There wvere three aspects to this
pregssure, First the crippling re—
duction of incoming supplies placed
heavy burdens on the non-military
population of Phnom Penh, raised
the resistance of the people to &
fever pitch and desoralized an
already badly beaten puppst army.
Much of the fighting along the
Hikong north of the city was di=
rected at endangering the clty's water supply te add snother notech to that pressure,
Second, except to secure positions around the afrport, the battle far Phnom Penh was
not for territery, not primarily to reduce the defenss perimeter, The CPHLAF was
scrupulous in keeping the fighting out of the populated suburbs and concentrated on
syatematically descroying unic after unit of the puppet army. Humerous government
positions were taken by liberation forces, abandoned and then taken again - for in-

stance, Tuol Leap, & strong set of positions three miles north of Pochentung was first
capturéd February 17, abandoned and then surrounded and retaken with all 3000 Lon Hol

troops killed or captured the second time, The FUNK set out to punish and eliminate
the puppet army. It succesded complerely, 60,000 Lon Nol troops, 3/4 of the combat
forces, vere killed, wounded, captured or defected in the 105 day campaign. More
{mportantly, Fhnom Penh and the civilian population wvas spared - suffering hmger,
regulsr but minimal rocket attack (less than ten rounds = day) and three days of
cloge Fighting &t the end = but spared the lepacy of napalmed refugee camps and

houpe=to=house destruction that has characterized the US response to loging eities in

the Indochina war.

The third aspect to the battle af Phoom Penh, coupled with total blockade and
syatematic destructiom of the puppet army, wvas the mass, militant struggle of all
sectors of the population inside the capital sgainst the fascist Lon Mol regime and
continued US sggression. This aspect was key becanse it meant that the US could turn
absolutely no vhere in 1ts attesmpt to contiowe the war, Demonstrations and protest
action peéurred daily throughout the seige, escalating to the mass outpouring of
the city April 17-18 and the open fraternization of Lon Mol troops with the CPNLAF
units eéntering the city. Some of the strugele can be seen in this listing: February

‘u
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22, 5000 studenta from 30 Phnom Penh mchools met
to denounceé the regime and its forcible conacrip-
tion tactics and urge a heightening of the strug-
gle inside the cicy, This meeting provided some
leaderahip snd coordination of the events of the
next peven weeks, March 3, 3000 disabled ex—ser-
vicemon and 500 pedi-cab drivers; March &4, 2000
youth and students; - 1d March 5, 1000 disabled
soldiers and 800 soldiera’ wives demonstrated
for an end to US involvemeént and peace, March 1],
hundreds of students at the Faculty of Agricul-
ture arrested and beat up the director and set
Fire to the buildings of the university. March
17-20, thousands of youths and students demon-
strated every day and fought police lines,
{statistics from AKI) This mass struggle was
called for, organized and led by the FUNK asa

the moat clear statement that reliance onm the
peoples' mass participation in revolution is
ui::nt makes the amz:fl l;rn;gle possibla, In effect,
the mass uprising of the people of Phnom Fenh, —— 17
including even the majority of Lon Nel's sol- i B el ol ol koot
diers by the end, mot the columng of the CPNLAF

and between the hammer and the anvil, the designa of the US imperialists and their

Cembod lan puppets were snuffed,

THE FUTURE

The Wational United Front of Cambodia (FURK) ia In power today, This is the mniced
front coalition called together by fSihanouk immediately following the coup in March
1970, The FINK 18 not a party but a weéry broad-based grouping of all patrists and
democrata. It includes elements from all classes of Khmer society and was the politdi-
cal form for mobilizing the entire Cambodian people to defeat US imperialist aggression
and rebuild liberated Cambodia, The Pracheachon Party (Cambodian Comminist Party,
ECP) is one key element of the VUNK and provides the core of discipline and leader-
ship for the entire united front, Tha Royal Government of Hational Union of Casbodia
(ORUMNC) administerm tha political line of the Front and is comprised of represents-
tiven of thoge elements in leadership in the TUNK, The corrent compositiom of the

GRUNC in a followa:
the Ffuture of Cambodia. Samdech Morodom Eihannuk,i‘hEEf

of Stata.
Samsdech Penn Eouth, Prime Minister
Hr, Ehieu Ssmphan, Deputy Primes
Ninister, Ninister of Natiooal
Defenge and Commander=in-chief
af the CPNLAF,
Mr. Hou Yuon, Ninfster of Inter-
lor, Socurity and Communal Raforms.
Mr, Hu Nim, ¥iaolster of Informa-
tion and Propagsanda.
Mr. Sarin Chhak, Minister of
Foreign Affairs.
Prince Norodom Phurissmara, Minis-
ter of Justice and Judicial
Reforma .
Mr. Thounn Thioceunn, Minister of
Public Health,
Mr, Toch Phosun, Ninister of

7 7
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Public Works, Telecommunica-
tions and Reconstruction,

Mr, Chou Chet, Minister of
Religious and Social Affairs,
Mrs., Ieng Thirith, Minister
of Popular Education and Youth,
Mr., Koy Thoun, Minister of
National Economy and inances.
Mr, Men San, Minister of
Military Egquipment and Arm—
ament,

Mr. Sok Thouk, Vice-Minister
of Security,

Mr. Kong Sophal, Vice-Minister
of National Defense,

Mr. Ros Chethor, Vice-Minis—
ter of Foreign Affairs,

Mr. Van Piny, Vice-Minister
of Foreign Affairs,

(from the left) Hou Yuon, Tiv 01, Norodom Hemmanoreak,
Toch Phoeun, Norodom Phurissara, Hu Nim and Chey Chum,
among those in leadership in the GRUNC and the FUNK,

In the past weeks the
Western press have played the
game of "Who is the GRUNC and
the FUNK?" Who are these mys-
tery men most likely to seize power., Most often this speculation has been to identify
factions - "true Cambodian nationalists (Sihanoukists), the Hanoi 6000, pro-Soviet
anti~-Sihanoukists'" - within the FUNK and the KCP itself, Without a doubt the US will
be busy for a long time to come trying to promote what it perceives to be differences
within the FUNK and the GRUNC,as well as the very real difficulties that reconstruc—
tion and revolution pose to Cambodia, in order to subvert that revolution. Already
CIA radio transmitters along the Thai border have claimed to be the voice of Libera-
tion Radio and reported mass executions by the CPNLAF in an attempt to foment panic
and make reconciliation more difficult, As stated in an interview with FUNK politburo
member Chau Seng in Paris March 10, "The United States dreams of creating a split in
the ranks of the FUNK, starting with the most fragile and pliable elements,..There are
currents, it is true, but there is a common will which is our strength and has enabled
us to overcome difficulties and avolid obstacles, The United States cannot hope to
smash the front on the eve of final victory., It Is absurd.," (Paris L'Humanite, FBIS
March 14)

STATE TO STATE RELATIONS WITH WHOM?

The GRUNC has adopted an intermational policy of neutrality and non-alignment, of
firmly adhearing to the five principles of coexistence establishing relations with
any country - equality, mutual respect and reciprocal interests, .on-aggression and
non~-interference in others' internal affairs, (press communique of the Second National
Congress of Kampuchea, Feb 24-25, 1975, AKI March 5) These principles are not deter-
mined by pledges of good intention, however, As Sihanouk has said: YOur policy towards
other countries will be based above all on their policy toward us, particularly
between 1970 and 1975, during the most difficult years of our national existence,”
(interyiew by Afrique-Asie in Peking March 24, People's Translation Service April 12)
Specifically: official relations, ald and trade with the US will be possible if and
only 1f the US scrupulously observes the independence and territorial integrity
of Cambodia. "Concerning the so-called 'governments' of Taipei, Seoul and Saigon,
we consider them still to be nothing more than creatures of American imperialism,
and we will consequently have no relations at all with them,” (ibid) Relations with
Thailand depend on the dismantling of all foreign bases and a pledge of respect for
their common borders, The GRUNC recognizes and supports the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) and will have no relations with Zionist Israel., It goes without |8
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saying that the militant solidarity between the Cambodian, Lactian snd Vietnamepe
people will continue to grow deeper and gtronger with the end of war in Indochina,
As for the Sovist Union, there is no group in the FUNE which 1s pro-Soviet., Ruesild
has consistently refused its support for the liberacion etruggle In Cambodia and
maintained a Lon Nol embassy in Moscow umtil the first week in April, In his inter-
view with Afrigue-Asie, Sihanouk placed the same stipulstions oo the Soviet Union and
the US for future relations: "As for the superpowers, their aid will only be accepted
if it i absolutely unconditional and regpects eur dignity, as iz the ajd given by
the Feople's Republd ‘T of China, We will demsnd that they actually apply the rule af
complete eguality botwenn big, middie and small stategm, and between rich and poor
countries in their relations with uvs.” [(1bid} The base of Cambodia's internatiomsl
relat {ons will be with those 60 plus nations which have functioned as friends of
Cambodia throughout the war. These are predominantly Asian, African and Arab and led
by the Feople's Republic of China and the Dempcratic Republic of Vietnam,

LIBERATED CAMBODTA

Internally Cambodia 1s strong, Relf-sufficient, a democcatic, thriving and healthy
state, "ioday the PUNE can be compared o a4 mighty tree that Jjg well formed, firmly
rocoted; well protected; and under which more and more of the pecple are sesking
ghelter,” [(Chau Theary, FUNK representative In Parig; Fommunistishe Volkszeitung
April 1, PTS April 12) Becauss most of Cambodia hae been liberated and secure
territory throughout the war (T0L since 1971},
the countryside haz developed agricultural
and industrial production to satisfy its own
needs, feed and equilp the CPRLAF sand provide a
sutplue which can towv meet most of the peeds
af the 1,000,000 peaple in the cities whe join
liberated Capbodia. Cattle ralsing and spri-
cultural production have risen 100 to 220X in the
last year and im 1974 50,000 tons of rice were
exported [(rom the liberated rones. (op sit
Chau Seng) Textile manufacturing, paper, sugar
and tobacco refineries and rubber plantations
are well established, Unconditionsl, interna=
tional aid is needed snd requested by the
GRURC, particularly for reconstruction of roads,
bridges, industry ino the cities, Irrigation
systemsa, electricity, postal and telephone
services and education and public health facil-
ities, In no way should the cesks ahead be mind-
mized = one=third of Cambodia's seven million
peoplid wvers mads hoseless refugees by the war,
Bowever, tha united political will of the Cam-
bodian people, smbodied io cthe FUINE, and the
stabilicty and power of the liberated zones - the
ability to feed the people and direct recon=
struction - will defeat all attempts to hold
back the tide of revolution,

POR THE WORLD

Feace in Cambodia means more than just
. victory for the Cambodian people, Increasingly

boilding irrigation sustess. the people of America and Cambodia see themselves

as allies, We regard am our own the victoriea

of the Cambodian people in the past five years. The unity and friendship between us has

been consclidated snd strengthened and we will, as in the past; resclutely support

the Cambodian people's just struggle for fresdom and independence.

9 9
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Moreover, this peace and victory is a concrete step forward for all oppressed and
working people throughout the world. The following is part of a statement broadcast
by Sihanouk to East Asia from Peking February 25: <

"T should like to draw the attention of all Third World governments to the fbilowing\i)
meaningful avowals of Philip Habib (US- Assistant Secretary of State for Far East
Affairs) 'Americans may question the continued military aid to Cambodia at a time when
the United States itself is faced with economic difficulties, but the problem of
Cambodia affects the whole of Southeast Asia and the entire world,..the eyes of the
world are fixed on L :e way the United States meets the needs of countries ravaged by war

It is necessary to decipher this coded language of Philip Habib because the US
government does not dare - for a very good reason - call a tank a cat.

'The problem of Cambodia affects the whole of Southeast Asia and the whole world,'
This means that the struggle of the Cambodian people against US neocolonialism is
shaking the foundations of Western imperialism in Southeast Asia and throughout the
world., If, by dint of patriotism, willpower and perseverance, the small and poor
Cambodian people succeed in expelling from their country the most powerful imperialism
ever known in the world, their example will be followed, in a chain reaction, by other
small peoples and small countries in the Third World. The final victory won by the
Vietnamese people over French colonialism in 1954 encouraged the Algerian people to
take up arms and vanquish the same colonial masters, After leaving Indochina, French
colonialism had to leave North Africa and restore Independence to the remainder of the
French empire,

After its inevitable and forthcoming defeat in Cambodia, US imperialism will, willy
nilly, have to get.out of South Vietnam and Laos, Then it will no doubt lose Thailand,
Taiwan, South Korea and the Philippines,

This Domino Theory will also prove true in other areas (the Middle Fast, Latin
America, e€tC...)

That is why, in the name of his government, Philip Habib did not hesitate to affirm
that 'the eyes of the world are fixed on the way the United States meets the needs of
countries ravaged by war,' ¥

'The eyes of the world'...The eyes of the world, to be sure, are fixed on the struggle
pitting the tiny Cambodian people against gigantic Uncle Sam, The stake, the United
States itself admits, is of global significance - about which the Cambodian people
feel highly honored," (FBIS March 5)
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%o SOUTH VIETNAM: IN THE FINAL HOUR

ﬁ* Like a fire spreading through a sage brush, massive people's uprisings are sweep-

ing through the cities and countryside of South Vietnam, turning the puppet army and
administration Into ashes, reaching the gates of Saigon 1tself, and forcing the res-
ignation of the U.S, puppet dictator, Nguyen Van Thieu,

5

Saigon's disintegr-<ion was as dev-
astating as it was swift, In the past
7 weeks, 22 of South Vietnam's 44 pro-
vinces covering 3/4's of its territory
and 4 out of its 5 largest cities have
been liberated, More than 10 million
of South Vietnam's 18 million people
now live in areas governed by the Pro-
visional Revolutionary Government (PRG).

Six of Saigon's 13 divisions, includ-
ing 1its elite marine, airborne and lst
and 2nd Infantry divisions have been
completely wiped out, 1In Da Nang alone,
South Vietnam's second largest city, 1%
million people were freed and more than
100,000 troops captured,

The puppet army was crumbling so fast [ =~ 7*_-
that large cities along the coast such “°

448 Quy Nhon, Nha Trang and Cam Rhanh fell i%gzrszgrms the c;;agzl at Hue after jits
;@ﬁwith hardly a shot being fired, While iberation on Marc .

most sources have admitted that at least $1 billion in military hardware has been lost
to the PRG, U,S. Congressman, Frank Church (Dem,-Idaho) spilled the beans recently and
said he had proof that actually $5-6 billion worth had been lost, . Among the losses
are at least 10,000 military vehicles, 250 tanks, 300 aircraft and thousands of artil-
lery pileces,

The following is a chronology of major military events over the past 7 weeks in
South Vietnam:

(MarcH 5) The People's Liberation Armed Forces (PLAF) cut Highway's 14, 19 and 21,
surrounding and completely isolating Saigon's 23rd division at Ban Me Thuot,

(MarcH 10) Local Montagnard tribesmen and PLAF guerrillas began the assault on Ban Me
Thuot, seizing most of the city within a matter of hours, In retaliation
Saigon carried out savage bombing raids, but failed to halt the attack.

(MarcH 11) District capital of Duc Lap in Quang Duc province and 6 District capitals
in Quang Tri and Thau Thien provinces were seized, Despite massive rein-
forcements, Thieu failed to break the seige at Ban Me Thuot.

(MarcH 12) Ban Me Thuot was completely liberated, PRG sets up Revolutionary admini-

' stration, Buon Ho, the last district town in Darlac province in Saigon's
hands fell to the Liberation Forces,

(MArcH 14) Thieu flies to Nha Trang to meet with U,S, advisors and Comman-
der of Military Region II, The decision is made to transfer the
military Region's Headquarters from Pleiku to Nha Trang and
abandon the Central Highlands. Thieu calls for a national mob-
ilization, ordering all males between 17 and 43 to report
for duty,

(MarcH 15) Two district capitals came under heavy siege in Tay Ninh Pro-
vince, as fighting moved to within 30-40 miles of Saigon,

11
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(MarcH 17) Darlac, Kontum and Pleiku provinces were abandoned, The district capital
of Dinh Quan, 20 miles north of Xuan Loc (Long Khanh P,) was 1iberated,
cutting off Dalat and the main source of vegatables from Saigon,

i} (MarcH 18) Thieu withdraws part of his elite paratroop division from Hue to beef up
Saigon's defenses,

(MarcH 19) Quang Tri city and province and Phu Bon province were 1iberated, In the
2 week period ending March 19, 21 district capitals were liberated.

(MarcH 20) Saigon troops withdraw from An Loc, The entire province of Binh Long was

- 1iberated . Hoai Duc, a district capital in Tuy Hoa province was overrun,

(MarcH 22) Gia Nghia city and a1l of Quang Duc province were freed,

(MarcH Z3) Hue is completely isolated as PLAF cut Highway T between Hue and Da Nang,

(MarcH 24) Tam Ky, capital of Quang Tin province and Quang Ngai, capital of Quang Ngai
province were liberated, Khiem Hanh, a district capital only 35 miles from
Saigon was overrun by the PLAF,

(MarRcH 26) The ancient imperial capital of Hue was Liberated, More than 10,000 Saigon
troops captured. Ford ordered U.S, Army Chief of Staff, General Weyland,
to Saigon to assess the situation, Thieu ordered his troops to hold CaNang
at all costs,

(MarcH 27) Former vice-president, Nguyen Cao Ky, and Fr., Thanh, head of the Right-wing
anti-corruption movement, set up a Conmittee for National Salvation and
called on Thieu to step down, as rumors of a coup began circulating around
the capital.

(MarcH 28) Lam Dong province was liberated, PLAF shelled Da Nang's air and naval
bases, as widespread looting by ARVN troops was reported,

(MarcH 29) Da Nang, South Vietnam's second largest city, was 1iberated, The U,S, dis-
patched naval landing craft to SVN's coastal waters,

(MarcH 30) U.S. begins massive airlift of arms and ammunition to Saigon. The same
planes that carried in the ammunition, begin carrying out thousands of

E’ Vietnamese children to the U.S., Australia and other Western countries.

(APRIL 1) Phu Yen province and its capital, Tuy Hoa city were liberated, The U,S,
announced that 700 marines had been sent to the South Vietnamese coast
near Da Nang, " to assist in evacuating refugees,"

(APRIL 2) Quy Nhon city and the entire province of Binh Dinh was liberated with more
than 900,000 people,

(APRIL 3) The provinces of Khanh Hoa, Ninh Thuan, Binh Thuan, Tuven Duc and their
provincial capitals were 1iberated, including the coastal city of Nha Trang,
Command headquarters for Military Region II,

(APRIL 4) The Presidential Palace in Saigon was bombed by an ARVN air force officer,
who escaped to the Liberated Zone, where he was promoted to captain in the
People's Liberation Armed Forces, A U.S. Cargo plane carrying kidnapped
Vietnamese children to the U.S. crashed, killing more than 150 chiidren.

(AprIL /) Cam Rhanh ba*. South Vietnam's biggest naval port, was liberated. Ten dis-
trict capitals and the provincial capitals of Can Tho and Tan An in the
Mekong Delta come under heavy siege.

(AprIL 10) PLAF stepped up the siege of Tay Ninh and Xuan Loc provincial capitals,
Ford, in a nationally televised speech, asked Congress for more than 3]
billion in military and "humanitarian" aid for Saigon.

(APrIL 11) As the siege of Xuan Loc acted as a magnet drawing more and more of Sai-
gon's troops into the battle, PLAF troops bypassed the city and began the
massive shelling of Bien Hoa Air Base.

(APrIL 15) PLAF enters Xuan Loc, Bien Hoa shelled for fourth consecutive day,

(APrIL 20) Ham Tan city and all of Binh Tuy province is liberated,
(APriL 21) Xuan Loc falls, President Thieu resigns,

j! (APrIL 25) U.S. military analysts say there are 14 PLAF divisions around the city, and
that "the communists could take the city easily in a few hours if they wan-
ted. n
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THE PEOPLE RISE UP

Because the corporate medla falled to cover the development of the situation in
South Vietnam over the past few years, the recent upsurge in fighting seems to have .
come out of thin air, “Once again the U,S, Imperialists are raving about.a "Massive Qj,
North Vietnamese invasion", trying to convince us that the Vietnamese people are in-
vading their own country, Nothing could be further from the truth, According to
PRG representatives in Paris, "Thieu has been beaten,..because he has stood obsti-
nately in the way of the population's de~
sire for peace, indepe..dence, democracy
and national concord., The striking fea-—
ture of the rapid liberation of the vast
new areas of South Vietnam in recent
weeks has been the uprisings of the pop-
ulation in cooperation with the Libera-
tion Forces, Many in Thieu's admini-
stration and army have broken with him
to join this movement,"

A typical example of these uprisings
by the local population was the Liberation
of Ban Me Thuot, According to Tom Haskins
of American Friends' Service Committee who
was in the area at the time, "First, the Pecple remove barbed wire from around the
Montagnard minority people who had- lived recently liberated city of Da Nang
all their lives in and around the town
moved Iin and dismantled most of the armaments and police outposts, They were followed
by PRG cadres who suppressed what resistance was left, By the time the tanks came in-
to town, the streets were quiet,” When AFP reporter, Paul Leandri, revealed on March
12 that the majority of forces that attacked and seized Ban Me Thuot were local Mon- v,
tagnards, the Saigon authorities refused to renew his visa, Two days later, he was ~
shot and killed at a Saigon police station, The Thieu regime certainly kmew it was
the local population that was behind the uprisings; that's why it decided to abandon
the entire area.

WHY SO MANY REFUGEES ?

To cover up his humiliating defeats in the Central Highlands and northern provinces,
Thieu threw up the smokescreen of "refugees fleeing from the Communists”, and began the
forcible evacuation of the civilian population:

"Before the city is evacuated, the Saigon propaganda apparatus goes into effect
over the radio and with loudspeakers in the streets, saying that they are pulling
out and that the city will be destroyed from the alr'and that anyone who remains
will be wiped out,"” (W, Burchett, Focal Point, 4/25/75)

The fear of air attacks was certainly justified, When Ban Me Thuot was taken, Saigon
retaliated with massive bombing raids destroying 1/3 of the town and killing more than
200 people,

Once on the road, puppet soldiers used the refugees as shields to prevent the PLAF
from attacking them, while screaming that the refugees were being "wicitously attacked
by the North Vietnamese aggressors,' But no matter how hard tried to turn things up-
side down, the facts kept leaking through, A Frenchman, Henri Louyrette, manager of
a tea plantation who left with the refugees from Pleiku reported that "Many died in
the course of that exodus, not from communist bullets which we practically never saw,
but crushed under their own vehicles overturned by the brutal impact of the army's
bulldozers. Even the wounded were abandoned, there cries of pain ignored," (Le Monde,
3/26/75) As for the PRG's policy, "As they [the refugees] moved out, North Vietnamese
military units approached;, but did not open fire, using the strong headlights of their

tanks to light the way for the Government troops." (NY Times, 3/20/75) 14”'“ -
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in the other hand, it would be incorrect and one-sided to say there weren't people
who were afraid of the Liberation Forces. Twenty yeare of the rabid anti-communist
propaganda the U.5, and Saigon have been putting out could not help but rub off on
some sectors of the population, Also, military officers, village chiefs, secret po=-
lice, pacification agents, businessmem and the compradore bourgeoisie (the ruling
elite that has sold themselves completely to foreigners) had plenty to fear from the
pecple they had been oppressing and exploiting for so many years.

In their age-old policy of forcible relocation of the population in order to deny
the Liberated Zones of saterial and sanpower, the Imperialists and their Salgon pup=
pets dug their own grave, The fleeing refugees and puppet troops had a snow-balling
effect, causing untold pandemoniom and fear; greatly accelerating the disintegration
of the Saigon army in coastal cities,

US ESCALATES—HASTENS THEIR DEFEAT

The PRC has issusd nimerous stabtements over the past (ew weeks wmrning the U,5,
that if they did not withdraw their advisors and stop all interference in the inter-
nal affairs of South Vietnam, Saigon would be taken by military force, BHot only has
U.5. Imperialism continued their intervention, but they are wildly escalating the
wer and cranking up their propaganda machine.

Five aircraft carriers (including two Marine helicop=
ter carriers), & dozen destroyvers and scores of cargo and
landing craft carrying over 5,000 marines have been moved
tn the coastal wmters of Scuth Vistnam, In an attempt to
"legalize™ this aggression, ruling class mouthpiece, Ger-
ald Ford, has asked the Congress for more than 51 billion
in military and “hmman{tarian™ aid to hold Saigon over to
the end of the fiscal year (the end of Jume), On April
27, Ford got the go ahéad from Congress to land wmarines
in South Vietnam for the mupposed “evacuation and protec—
tion" of U.5, personnel, If the U.5. EEALLY wanted to get
their sdvisors and personnel put, they could have done it
at any time, without any hassle, Im fact, the PRC has
offered on numerous occasions to give protection and help
in the withdrawal of U.5, personnel, just as they did in
March, 1973 with the withdrawal of U,5. ground troops. But,
of course, the U,5. has different plans, One only has to remember Lebanon in 1958,
the Dominfcan Republic in 1965, Csmbodis in 1970 and dozens of other occasions te
imow what U.5. Tmperialise means by sending troops in to “evacuate and protect” U,5.
personnel ,

As for increased aid, one can't help but wonder if Ford and the ruling class are
really gerious, More than 600,000 foredgn aggressor troops, 7 milliesn tems of bomba
end $200 billien couldn't save the Saigon regime, and now Ford thinks he can da 4t by
sending another billisnl

The U.5. Congreass, in their typical style, are attempting toe both cover their ass
and at the same time keep the Saigon puppets afloat by denying the military afd and
granting the "humanitarian” atd, It is common knowledge that so-called "humanitarian
gid" (as in the case of "Pood for Peace' and other examples) either ends up being
spent on military supplies or in the Swiss bank accounts of Saigon puppets, Congress
should certainly know this: it bes been read inte the Congreasional Records about &

dozen timesl]! 15
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THE ORPHANS- KIDNAPPING & GENOCIDE

At the same time the U,S, was escalating the war they attempted to hide the real

nature of their defeat from the American people by kidnapping Vietnamese, Thousand
of Vietnamese children have been stolen from their homeland and taken to the U.S,,

Australia and a number of other Western countries, While the U,S, claimed that these

children were orphans (as if that somehow justifies it), SN
"many Vietnamese-speaking volunteers who talked to the :
children when they arrived here say many speak of living
parents.and other reiatives left in Saigon. Many were
crying, pleading to be returned to their mothers and
fathers," (Pacific News Service, 4/14/75)

The real reason for this cultural genocide (stealing
Vietnamese children from their families) was revealed by
a note sent from U.S. Ambassador, Graham Martin, to Thieu
intercepted by a Saigon opposition official which read,
"this evacuation [sic] will help create a shift in Amer-
ican public opinion in favor of the Republic of Vietnam
[saigon], especially when these children land in the
United States." (Washington Post, 4/9/75)

But just like the "refugees fleeing from the Commu-
nists" propaganda gimmick, the '"help the orphans" gim-
mick has fallen flat on its face, Not only did it fail
to fool the people, but provoked widespread protest

from every sector of American and world opinion, Even Ford with kidnapped Vietna-

the Pope was forced to take a stand against this whole- mese infant- latest in t
sale kidnapping. :

RESSURECTION OFITHE “BLOODBATH" THEORY

s

he

long list of US war crimes,

Another weapon the U,S. is using in their phsychological warfare campaign is the
two~decades old "bloodbath theory." According to the State Dept, and other govern-
ment agencles, anywhere from 200,000 to one million Vietnamese who served the Ameri-
can anti-copmunist cause in South Vietnam must be evacuated immediately because they

have been put on the '"communist death list", Already this scare tactic has caused

Vietnamese at the rate of 5,000~ 6,000 a day to leave the country, with many more on

stand-by attempting by any means necessary to get out.

The inflated figure of one million persons usually refers to the catholic refugees
who fled the north in 1954 when CIA propaganda told them that the "Blessed Virgin had

gone south" and that the area would be wiped out by nuclear weapons, The statement

implies that all these people have collaborated with pro-U,S. regimes.

First of all, a whole generation has elapsed over the past 20 years, The children
of the catholics who went to the south as refugees have a different outlook than their

elders. In fact, the overwhelming majority of these people "now cooperate with the
various popular movements demanding peace and implementation of the Peace Agreement,"

(Dai Dan Toc- Saigon daily/ Thoi Bao Ga, 2/4/75)

Secondly, the small group of people such as Thieu, Khiem, Ky, ete, who have in
fact collaborated with the Americans and profited from the war have no intention of
hanging around, TIn fact, many (Thieu is currently in Taiwan) of them have already

fled to foreign countries, where they have big houses and fat bank acccunts built up

from years of U,S, "aid,"

Also, this nonsense is thoroughly discredited by reports coming in from recently

liberated cities in the northern part of South Vietnam: "Western observers were

o

e’

7

16

16



Walter
Text Box
16


reasonably satisfied that the Communist conquest of almost three~quarters of South
Vietnam was proceeding so far without bloodbaths or reprisals," (Time Mag,, 4/28)
While the U,S. embassy in Salgon churns out one story after another about reprisals,
beheadings, mass executions, etc, when they were pushed by a Western reporter to
produce even one piece of evidence to back up their assertions, they could not do it,
They even admitted, "Well, honéstly, we are making a lot of this lssue because it can
effect ongoing deliberatlons of the ald program here, We know many Congressmen who
are already wavering to our side," (New York Post, 4/21/75)

The strategy 1s the same as 1t always has been: to use the excuse of a mythical
bloodbath by the PRG in the distant future to cover up and rationalize the bloodbath
that 1is being carried out now, and has been carried out for the past 20 years by U.S,
Tmperialism and its faithful puppets in Saigon, and alsc to justify renewed U.S,
escalation,

THIEU’S DEPARTURE- WITHDRAWAL OR ESCALATION?

With the military situatilon continuing to deteriorate and the Liberation Forces
closing in on Sailgon, the U,S, ordered Thieu to resign, in order to give the impres-
sion that they were being conciliatory, while at the same time frantically attempting
to escalate the war,

The PRG has stated all along that what they want is a change in policy, and not
just a change in personality, Commenting on Thieu's resignation in Paris, the PRG
sald, "the United States must abandon the Nguyen Van Thieu cligue, and not just the
person of Nguyen Van Thieu," (NY Times, 4/23/75) The PRG 1s not into playing games
or musgical chailrs with the U,S. After more than 20 years of war and 15 consecutive
puppet dictators, the Liberation fighters and people of South Vietnam are not about
to be fooled by a new mask on the same old face,

SOUTH VIETNAM— WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS

While President Ford and his fellow representatives of U,S, Imperialism try to
paint a picture of South Vietnam being lost to "Communist hordes'" whose only rule is
tyranny, oppression and misery, they are obviously referring to the society that the
South Vietnamese people have just left behind, and not the one they have just entered.

In Hue and Da Nang, taken over by
the PRG at the end of March, the live-
lyhood of the population has been
quickly restored, as the people easi-
1ly adjust to the new Revolutionary ad-
ministration,

Local Revolutionary Committees have
helped thousands of people forced to
move into the city by the Thieu regime
to return to return to their hometowns
and villages in the countryside, Tens
of thousands of political prisoners
have been released from jaill, as the
PRG moves to implement the Peace Agree—

ment, Liberation soldiers and PRG cadre expla
to people everywhere their policies and

Third Force groups such as the Women's program to be implemented in the cities.
Committee for the Right to Liwe and the

Buddhist~led National Reconciliation -
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Force are work—~ = 5
ing with the PRG 24
IN Provisional
Revolutionary
Concord Commit-—
tees, and the
flag of National
Reconciliation
and Concord flies E&
along side the :
PRG and Saigon
flag throughout
the cities,

These Committees,
which in effect
are coalition
governments, dem=—
onstrate clearly
that the policy
of the PRG is to
. Implement the
Peace Agreement,
and not "tear it
to pieces", as
the U,S. and Sai- PLAF troops entering the Liberated city of Hue,
gon claim,

|

Saigon government grain storages have been opened and food is being distributed
freely to the people, Hospitals have been reopened and medical units comb the cities
to care for the many victims of the war and the recent fighting, Schools have started
up again, Industries, handicraft shops, restaurants and other businesses are func-
tioning normally, Most public facilities including electricity, running
water and communications have been restored, Revolutionary films are being
shown in the open air, as the city people more and more come to understand
the policies of the new Revolutionary administration,

Most of the tens of thousands of Saigon soldiers captured with the Lib-
eration of the cities have been freed to return to their families and their
native villages, According to Junior officer, Ninh Dinh Hoa, former member of the Ist
Marine Infantry division of the Saigon army, "The Liberation Army has treated us well,
I thought I was going to be shot right off, At first I waited for the American ships
and even swam across the river to meet them, but they never came. Soldiers of the 1ib-
eration army explained to me that I could return to my family later, and that I would
be treated like everyone else," (People's Translation Service, 4/23/75)

While the U.S. newspapers gave us the impression that most of the urban population
were either fleeing or frightened to death of the Communists, people were . 2 oA
in fact lining the streets by the tens of thousands to greet and cheer the
Liberation Forces as they entered the newly liberated cities, In Da Nang a« 3
on April 1, 40,000 workers held a demonstration and celebration to pledge
their total support for the new adminstration., Similar demonstrations have :
been held in Hue,Quy Nhon and many other cities,

Throughout the south a new society is being born in the shell of the old, . EK
which is cracked and crumbling apart, Everywhere the people are beginning to P~
live a life where they are indeed their own masters,
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As the PRG moves to fully implement the Paris Peace Agreement and complete the national
democratic stage of the ir revolution, peace, independence and freedom become more than
mere slogans, they become living reality for the masses of people,

When the PLAF shelled Saigon on April 27 and moved to within 15 miles of the capi-
tal, the Saigon Senate hastily dismantled part of the Thieu regime and installed neu-
tralist leader, Gen, Duong Van (Big) Minh as President, and asked for an immediate
cease fire and negc .iations,

If and when the PRG sits down to negotiate, the terms for an end to the fighting
will be the same as they have been for last two years: the freeing of all political
prisoners, restoration of all democratic freedoms, including freedom of movement for

- the refugees to return to their native villages, and the setting up of the national
Council of National Reconciliation & Concord(including Saigon, PRG and Neutralists),
the withdrawal of all U,S, advisors and personnel, and an end to all U,S. interfer-
ence in the internal affairs of South Vietnam, If the newly formed Saigon admini-
stration shows any signs that it is not serious and is just continuing the old pol=-
icies under a new cover, the city of Saigon will certainly be attacked and probably
taken within a matter of hours,

Celebrate the Victories— Remain Vigilant!

The victories achieved by the South Vietnamese people and their Lib-
eration Armed Forces over the past two months represent the complete
bankruptey of "Vietnamization" and U,S. neo-colonialism in South Viet~
nam, They are the culmination of 30 years of protracted struggle against foreign
aggression, and will accelerate the decline of U,S, Imperialism, which is rapidly
disintegrating on a world scale,

The victories of the Vietnamese people are also tremendous victories for the Amer-
ican people and all the people of the world who are fighting oppression, exploitation
and their root cause~ Imperialism, The Vietnamese people showed vs that in the end,
all those bombs, bullets, dollars, machines and technology were no match for the pow-
er of the people, who are the decisive force in making history. It is definitely a
time to celebrate, to take the lessons of the war out to the people, especially work-
ing people who are locked in a life and death struggle with this same war-mongering
class of profiteers and parasites.

On the other hand, we must remain extremely vigilant, Like a mad dog backed into
a corner, the U.S. Imperialists are lashing out wildly in an attempt to delay the in-
evitable, We must demand that all U.S, aid, whether military or "humanitarian", be
cut to the Saigon regime, We must demand that all U,S. warships, aircraft carriers,
marines and advisors get the hell out of South Vietnam and its coastal waters, and let
the South Vietnamese people determine their own affairs, We must counter the lies and
o slanders being put forth by the government concerning
-’f, refugees, orphans and the so-called "bloodbath", We
. We must show our international solidarity by re-
’ ““ sponding to t+ GRUNC and PRG's appeal for material
-'“ aid to help millions of former refugees they
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are now governing, But we must also mazke it clear that it is the U.S, Government's
responsibility to help rebuild the countries of Indochina, and we must demand that
it live up to Article 21 of the Peace Agreement and give war veparations,

While Time, Newseek and the rest of the corporate media bombard us with pictures wJD
of mangled babies, fleeing refugees, levelled villages and other Imperialist atroci-
ties, they can not hide the truth from the American people: that the Vietnamese peo-
ple have fought back and WON!!!

ENp ALL AID TO THE.SAIGON REGIME!
IMPLEMENT THE PEACE AGREEMENT!
VicTorY To THE LIBERATION FORCES!

—— — o — — e — — — — — — — — — o — — t—

American People Respond

As the Liberation Forces in South
Vietnam and Cambodia neared final vic-
tory and the ¥:;S.madly escalates, thou-
sands of people in the U.S. have taken
to the streets to back up their demands
that the U,S, shouTd Tive up to the
Peace Agreement that it signed and get
the hell out of Indochina,

In New York, on March 1, 150 people
marched through the streets of lower
Manhatten and distributed 7,500 leaf-
lets, explaining the current situation
and why we must end all aid, Hundreds
of people on the sidewalks clapped and
cheered and joined the.march to show
their support for the demands being
raised.

On March 29, Vietnam Veteren's day,
more than 700 people marched in the
rain to demand an end to all aid to
Saigon & Phnom Penh, Jobs or Income
for all, and U.S. hands off the Mid-
dle East- We won't fight your
Imperialist Wars!
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